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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods for testing turbine blades. One method for testing
turbine blades includes measuring dimensions of each of a
first set of turbine blades. The method also includes testing
airflow through first openings in each of the first set of turbine
blades to determine airflow properties of each of the first set
of turbine blades. The method includes determining a rela-
tionship between the dimensions and the airflow properties of
each of the first set of turbine blades. The method includes
measuring dimensions of each of a second set of turbine
blades. The method also includes determining airflow prop-
erties for each of the second set of turbine blades based at least
partially on the dimensions of the second set of turbine blades
and the relationship.
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1
METHODS FOR TESTING TURBINE BLADES

BACKGROUND

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to turbine
blades and, more particularly, to methods for testing turbine
blades.

Gas turbine engines typically include turbine blades that
are gas-cooled. To facilitate gas-cooling, the turbine blades
may include internal passages that route cooling gas to open-
ings formed in the exterior surfaces of the turbine blades.
Accordingly, the passages and openings enable thin films of
cooling gas to flow about the exterior of the turbine blades.
The sizes and shapes of the passages and openings of the
turbine blades may vary from one turbine blade to the next.
Therefore, airflow properties of each turbine blade are typi-
cally tested multiple times during the manufacturing process
to ensure proper airflow around the turbine blades. Between
airflow property tests, the passages and openings in the tur-
bine blades may be occluded or modified due to problems that
occur in the production process. Unfortunately, testing the
airflow properties of each turbine blade multiple times during
the manufacturing process may be time consuming and
costly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In accordance with one embodiment, a method for testing
turbine blades includes measuring dimensions of each of a
first set of turbine blades. The method also includes testing
airflow through first openings in each of the first set of turbine
blades to determine airflow properties of each of the first set
of turbine blades. The method includes determining a rela-
tionship between the dimensions and the airflow properties of
each of the first set of turbine blades. The method includes
measuring dimensions of each of a second set of turbine
blades. The method also includes determining airflow prop-
erties for each of the second set of turbine blades based at least
partially on the dimensions of the second set of turbine blades
and the relationship.

In accordance with another embodiment, a method for
testing turbine blades includes determining a first relationship
between dimensions of first openings in a first turbine blade
and airflow properties of the first turbine blade. The method
also includes determining a second relationship between
dimensions of second openings in a second turbine blade and
airflow properties of the second turbine blade. The method
includes measuring dimensions of third openings in a third
turbine blade. The method also includes determining airflow
properties for the third turbine blade based at least partially on
the dimensions of the third openings, the first relationship,
and the second relationship. The method includes adjusting
the dimensions of at least one of the third plurality of open-
ings based at least partially on the determined airflow prop-
erties of the third turbine blade.

In accordance with a further embodiment, a method of
manufacturing a turbine blade includes partially forming the
turbine blade and forming openings in the partially formed
turbine blade. The method also includes measuring dimen-
sions of the turbine blade. The method includes determining
airflow properties for the partially formed turbine blade based
at least partially on the dimensions of the turbine blade and a
predetermined relationship between blade dimensions and
corresponding blade airflow properties.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood when the
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following detailed description is read with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which like characters represent
like parts throughout the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a turbine
system which may employ turbine blades having film cooling
holes;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an embodiment of turbine
blades having cooling holes;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method for
testing turbine blades having cooling holes; and

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method for
manufacturing a turbine blade having cooling holes.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One or more specific embodiments will be described
below. In an effort to provide a concise description of these
embodiments, all features of an actual implementation may
not be described in the specification. It should be appreciated
that in the development of any such actual implementation, as
in any engineering or design project, numerous implementa-
tion-specific decisions must be made to achieve the develop-
ers’ specific goals, such as compliance with system-related
and business-related constraints, which may vary from one
implementation to another. Moreover, it should be appreci-
ated that such a development effort might be complex and
time consuming, but would nevertheless be a routine under-
taking of design, fabrication, and manufacture for those of
ordinary skill having the benefit of this disclosure.

When introducing elements of various embodiments dis-
closed herein, the articles “a,” “an,” “the,” and “said” are
intended to mean that there are one or more of the elements.
The terms “comprising,” “including,” and “having” are
intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be addi-
tional elements other than the listed elements. The term
“dimensions” is intended to represent one or more shape
attributes measured that can include the extent between any
two points on the interior or exterior surfaces of a turbine
blade or other part, any spatial measurement, or any volumet-
ric measurement including center of gravity.

Embodiments disclosed herein may substantially reduce
time and costs associated with manufacturing and testing
turbine blades. In certain embodiments, a method for testing
turbine blades includes measuring dimensions of each of a
first set of turbine blades. As may be appreciated, the dimen-
sions of each of the first set of turbine blades may vary. The
method also includes testing airflow through each of the first
set of turbine blades to determine airflow properties of each of
the first set of turbine blades. The airflow properties may be
unique to each turbine blade based on the dimensions of each
blade. The method further includes determining a relation-
ship between the dimensions and the airflow properties of
each of the first set of turbine blades. The relationship may be
determined via statistical analysis, such as by a principle
component analysis, by a linear regression analysis, by a
non-linear regression analysis, or by a symbolic regression
analysis. The method includes measuring dimensions of each
of a second set of turbine blades. The airflow properties for
each of the second set of turbine blades may be determined
using the dimensions of the second set of turbine blades and
the relationship. Accordingly, the second set of turbine blades
may bypass certain testing procedures, thereby reducing
manufacturing time and associated costs. As may be appre-
ciated, the methods described herein are not limited to the
manufacturing of turbine blades, but may be applied to manu-
facturing any suitable structure.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a turbine
system 10 which may employ turbine blades having film
cooling holes. The turbine system 10 includes a fuel injector
12, a fuel supply 14, and a combustor 16. As illustrated, the
fuel supply 14 routes a liquid fuel and/or gas fuel, such as
natural gas, to the gas turbine system 10 through the fuel
injector 12 into the combustor 16. As discussed below, the
fuel injector 12 is configured to inject and mix the fuel with
compressed air. The combustor 16 ignites and combusts the
fuel-air mixture, and then passes hot pressurized exhaust gas
into a turbine 18. As may be appreciated, the turbine 18
includes one or more stators having fixed vanes or blades, and
one or more rotors having blades (e.g., turbine blades) which
rotate relative to the stators. The exhaust gas passes through
the turbine rotor blades, thereby driving the turbine rotor to
rotate. Coupling between the turbine rotor and a shaft 20
causes the rotation of the shaft 20, which is also coupled to
several components throughout the gas turbine system 10, as
illustrated. Eventually, the exhaust of the combustion process
exits the gas turbine system 10 via an exhaust outlet 22.

A compressor 24 includes blades rigidly mounted to a rotor
which is driven to rotate by the shaft 20. As air passes through
the rotating blades, air pressure increases, thereby providing
the combustor 16 with sufficient air for proper combustion.
The compressor 24 may intake air to the gas turbine system 10
via an air intake 26. Further, the shaft 20 may be coupled to a
load 28, which may be powered via rotation of the shaft 20. As
may be appreciated, the load 28 may be any suitable device
that may use the power of the rotational output of the gas
turbine system 10, such as a power generation plant or an
external mechanical load. For example, the load 28 may
include an electrical generator, a propeller of an airplane, and
so forth. The air intake 26 draws air 30 into the gas turbine
system 10 via a suitable mechanism, such as a cold air intake.
The air 30 then flows through blades of the compressor 24,
which provides compressed air 32 to the combustor 16. In
particular, the fuel injector 12 may inject the compressed air
32 and fuel 14, as a fuel-air mixture 34, into the combustor 16.
Alternatively, the compressed air 32 and fuel 14 may be
injected directly into the combustor for mixing and combus-
tion.

As discussed above, the rotor of the turbine 18 includes
turbine blades. The turbine blades may have film cooling
holes to facilitate cooling of the turbine blades during opera-
tion of the turbine 18. During manufacturing of the turbine
blades, the dimensions of the turbine blades may be measured
(e.g., before and/or after the film cooling holes have been
drilled). After the film cooling holes have been added, airflow
through the film cooling holes may be tested to determine
airflow properties. The measuring and testing steps may be
performed multiple times while manufacturing the turbine
blades. To facilitate manufacturing the turbine blades faster
and with areduced cost, a relationship between dimensions of
the turbine blades and airflow properties may be determined.
The determined relationship may be used to determine air-
flow properties of turbine blades using the dimensions of the
turbine blades, thereby obviating certain airflow testing pro-
cedures. Thus, the turbine blades may be manufactured faster
and with a reduced cost, as compared to turbine blades that are
airflow-tested multiple times. As may be appreciated, the
methods described herein may be applied to any type of
turbine blade, such as to turbine blades used in any type of
turbo machinery.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an embodiment of turbine
blades 40 of the turbine 18 of the turbine system 10. The
turbine 18, which may be symmetrically arranged about a
rotational axis 42, includes multiple circumferentially-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

spaced radial turbine blades 40 (i.e., turbine rotor blades or
buckets). The blades 40 extend radially outwardly from a
rotor disk 44 along a radial axis, as indicated by radial direc-
tional arrow 46. The turbine 18 also includes an annular
turbine shroud 48 that surrounds the turbine blades 40. Gen-
erally, the turbine shroud 48 is configured to provide a rela-
tively small clearance 50 (e.g., gap) between the turbine
blades 40 and the shroud 48, thus limiting the leakage of
combustion gases 52 therebetween during operation. As illus-
trated, each turbine blade 40 includes a rail 54, an airfoil 56,
and a base 58. The rail 54 may be formed to have any suitable
shape, such as an axial dovetail configured to be mounted in
a corresponding dovetail shaped groove 60 along the perim-
eter of the rotor disk 44. The airfoil 56 may be integrally
joined to the rail 54, and may extend radially therefrom. The
base 58 may be formed at the junction of the airfoil 56 and the
rail 54, and may define a portion of the flow path for the
combustion gases 52. As may be appreciated, the turbine
blades 40 may be formed by any suitable technique, including
casting, machining, molding, and so forth.

In the illustrated embodiment, the airfoil 56 includes a
generally concave pressure surface 62 and a circumferentially
or laterally opposite suction surface 64, each of which
extends axially between a leading edge 66 and a trailing edge
68 of the airfoil 56. As illustrated, the leading edge 66 refers
to the edge on an upstream side (e.g., along a direction 70) of
the turbine blade 40, and the trailing edge 68 refers to the edge
on a downstream side (e.g., along a direction 72) of the
turbine blade 40 with respect to the direction of the combus-
tion gas flow. Moreover, the pressure surface 62 and the
suction surface 64 are spaced apart in a circumferential direc-
tion 74 to form a hollow interior cavity 76 that defines at least
one internal flow chamber, or channel, for channeling cooling
fluid (e.g., air) through the airfoil 56 to cool the turbine blade
40. In certain embodiments, the interior of the cavity 76 may
include a number of structures to enhance cooling, such as
serpentine flow channels, turbulators, and so forth. As may be
appreciated, in certain embodiments, the cooling air may be
bled from the compressor 24 or supplied from another coolant
source. The cooling air received by the cavity 76 is discharged
through film cooling holes 78 (e.g., openings) and trailing
edge discharge holes 80 (e.g., openings). Cooling air may also
be discharged through additional cooling holes 82 (e.g., open-
ings) near a blade tip 84 along the pressure surface 62 and/or
through cooling holes 86 (e.g., openings) located on a butt
shelf 88 formed on the pressure surface 62.

The cooling holes 78, 82, and 86 may influence the flow of
the combustion gases 52 through the turbine 18. Accordingly,
dimensions of the cooling holes 78, 82, and 86 are measured
during manufacturing to ensure that the size of the cooling
holes 78, 82, and 86 are within a suitable tolerance. Further,
airflow properties of each turbine blade 40 are determined by
testing airflow through each of the turbine blades 40 prior to
installation of the blades in the turbine 10. A manufacturing
process for manufacturing turbine blades 40 may include
measuring and testing each turbine blade 40 multiple times.
By determining a relationship between dimensions and the
airflow properties of a corresponding set of turbine blades 40,
the airflow properties of other turbine blades 40 may be
calculated thereby obviating certain airflow testing proce-
dures. As such, the duration and costs associated with manu-
facturing turbine blades may be reduced.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method 90
for testing turbine blades 40 having cooling holes 78, 82, and
86 (e.g., openings). During manufacturing of the turbine
blades 40, dimensions (e.g., sizes, shapes, areas, diameters,
thicknesses, positions, masses, weights, material densities,
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centers of gravity, distance between two points, sizes of open-
ings, shapes of openings, diameters of openings, positions of
openings, dimensions of walls, etc.) of each of a first set of
turbine blades 40 is measured (block 92). Such dimensions
may be measured using any suitable measuring device or
method. For example, the dimensions may be measured using
a coordinate measuring machine (CMM), an optical scanning
system, an ultrasound system, an x-ray system, and so forth.
In certain embodiments, other properties of the turbine blades
40 may be measured. These properties may relate to time of
fluid passage through the turbine blades 40, electrical param-
eters, and so forth. Moreover, airflow through the openings of
the first set of turbine blades 40 is tested to determine airflow
properties of each of the first set of turbine blades 40 (block
94). For example, airflow through a first turbine blade 40 may
be tested to determine airflow properties of the first turbine
blade 40. Further, airflow through a second turbine blade 40
may be tested to determine airflow properties of the second
turbine blade 40. Each turbine blade 40 of the first set of
turbine blades 40 may be tested accordingly.

A relationship between the measured dimensions and the
airflow properties of each turbine blade 40 of the first set of
turbine blades 40 is determined (block 96). The relationship
between the measured dimensions and the airflow properties
may be determined using any suitable method. For example,
the relationship may be determined using a statistical analysis
technique, such as principle component analysis (PCA), lin-
ear regression, non-linear regression, or symbolic regression.

In one example of PCA, measured dimensions and airflow
properties of each turbine blade 40 of the first set of turbine
blades 40 may be transformed into a set of values of linearly
uncorrelated variables (e.g., principal components). The prin-
ciple components may be used to determine airflow and/or
other properties of turbine blades 40 in which there are
unknown values.

As may be appreciated, a relationship between measured
dimensions and any suitable property of the turbine blades 40
may be determined. For example, a relationship between
measured dimensions and thermal emissivity of a turbine
blade, airflow velocity through the openings, vibration of a
turbine blade, frequency of vibration of a turbine blade, stress
on a turbine blade, strain on a turbine blade, and so forth may
be determined.

Dimensions of each of a second set of turbine blades 40 is
measured (block 98). The airflow properties for each of the
second set of turbine blades 40 is determined using the mea-
sured dimensions and the previously determined relationship
(block 100). For example, the dimensions of one turbine
blade 40 of the second set of turbine blades 40 may be input
as variables into one or more computations, and the outputs
from the one or more computations may be the airflow prop-
erties for the respective turbine blade 40. It should be noted
that when the airflow properties for each of the second set of
turbine blades 40 is determined using the measured dimen-
sions and the relationship, the airflow properties for each of
the second set of turbine blades 40 need not be tested. There-
fore, the number of tests performed on the second set of
turbine blades 40 may be reduced. As may be appreciated, the
first and second sets of turbine blades 40 may be partially
manufactured when flow properties are determined, such that
further manufacturing steps may be performed before manu-
facturing of the turbine blades 40 is complete. For example, in
certain embodiments, dimensions of the openings and/or
walls of the openings of each of the first and second sets of
turbine blades 40 may be adjusted based on the measured
and/or determined airflow properties (block 102).
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Manufacturing of the first and second sets of turbine blades
40 may be completed in any suitable manner (block 104). For
example, manufacturing of the first and second sets of turbine
blades 40 may be completed by adjusting dimensions of the
openings and/or walls of the openings of each of the turbine
blades 40, applying a turbine blade coating, and so forth.
After manufacturing of the first and second sets of turbine
blades 40 is completed, each blade of the first set of turbine
blades 40 and each blade of the second set of turbine blades 40
may be tested to determine a final set of airflow properties for
each of the turbine blades 40 (block 106). However, as dis-
cussed above, testing of the partially manufactured second set
of turbine blades 40 may be obviated because the airflow
properties at the intermediate stage of manufacturing may be
determined based on the relationship between the dimensions
of'the first set of turbine blades 40 and the airflow properties
of the first set of turbine blades 40. Accordingly, the time to
manufacture the second set of turbine blades 40 and costs
associated therewith may be reduced.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method 108
for manufacturing the turbine blade 40 having cooling holes
78, 82, and 86 (e.g., openings). During manufacturing of a
turbine blade 40, the turbine blade 40 is partially formed
(block 110). For example, the turbine blade 40 may be formed
into a general shape via a mold, a casting, and so forth. The
partially formed turbine blade 40 has openings (e.g., cooling
holes 78, 82, and 86) formed therein to facilitate cooling of
the turbine blade 40 during operation (block 112). After the
openings are formed in the turbine blade 40, dimensions of
the turbine blade 40 are measured (block 114). In certain
embodiments, the dimensions of the turbine blade 40 may be
measured before the openings are formed in the turbine blade
40. Airflow properties of the partially formed turbine blade 40
may be determined using the measured dimensions and a
predetermined relationship between blade dimensions and
corresponding airflow properties (block 116). The predeter-
mined relationship may be determined, as discussed above,
by using a statistical analysis technique, such as principle
component analysis, linear regression, non-linear regression,
or symbolic regression.

For example, the predetermined relationship may be deter-
mined using a principle component analysis. Such a principle
component analysis may be performed by the following
steps. Measuring airflow properties for a set of turbine blades.
Measuring a set of dimensional measurements for each tur-
bine blade in the set of turbine blades. In one example the
measurements may be organized into a table as illustrated in
TABLE 1.

TABLE 1
Turbine Blade  Airflow M1 M2 M3 M4 M5
TB1 0.010 0.20 0.45 1.20 0.11 0.14
TB2 0.015 0.20 0.30 0.41 0.12 0.13
TB3 0.010 0.15 0.35 0.60 0.09 0.11

As illustrated, TB1, TB2, and TB3 represent turbine
blades. The Airflow column represents one airflow property.
M1, M2, M3, M4, and M5 represent a set of dimensional
measurements for each turbine blade. To predict the airflow
for a turbine blade not in the original set of turbine blades, the
measurements (e.g., M1, M2, M3, M4, and M5) are used as
Xs and the Airflow column values are used as Ys (e.g., the Xs
andY's having a Y=f(X) relationship). Accordingly, the Xs are
inserted into a predictive function and the value of the func-
tional relationship is the predicted airflow.
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In one embodiment, the measurements may be pre-pro-
cessed to improve the quality of the predictive model. For
example, when using principal component analysis, the mea-
surements may be pre-processed to represent the measure-
ments in the form of their principal components as illustrated
in TABLE 2.

TABLE 2
Turbine Blade Airflow PC1 PC2 PC3 PC4
TB1 0.010 0.22 0.43 0.99 0.01
TB2 0.015 0.20 0.22 0.70 0.30
TB3 0.010 0.23 0.45 0.95 0.09

In this table PC1, PC2, PC3, and PC4 represent locations of
each turbine blade along each axis of the principle component
coordinate system. Thus, the Airflow column values in
TABLE 2 become the Y's, and any number of commonly used
methods (e.g., linear, non-linear, symbolic regression, etc.)
may be used to derive functional relationships between the
values in the PC columns and the Airflow column. Accord-
ingly, to predict the airflow for a turbine blade not in the
original set, the measurements are used to generate the loca-
tion of the part in the principle component space. The result-
ing principle component values (e.g., PC1, PC2, PC3, PC4)
are substituted into the predictive function and the value of the
functional relationship is the predicted airflow.

Dimensions of the openings and/or walls of the openings
may be adjusted based on the airflow properties of the par-
tially formed turbine blade 40 (block 118). Thereafter, manu-
facturing of the partially formed turbine blade 40 may be
completed (block 120). For example, the partially formed
turbine blade 40 may be coated to complete manufacturing of
the turbine blade 40. After manufacturing of the turbine blade
40 is complete, airflow through the openings of the turbine
blade 40 may be tested to determine a final set of airflow
properties of the turbine blade 40 (block 122).

Technical effects of the invention include determining a
relationship between dimensions of turbine blades 40 and
airflow properties of the turbine blades 40. The relationship
may be determined using a statistical analysis technique, such
as principle component analysis, linear regression, non-linear
regression, or symbolic regression. Using the determined
relationship, various testing steps may be obviated because
airflow properties may be determined by computations/algo-
rithms instead of being obtained through testing. Accord-
ingly, time and costs associated with manufacturing turbine
blades 40 may be reduced.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for testing turbine blades, comprising:

measuring dimensions of each of a first plurality of turbine
blades;
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testing airflow through a first plurality of openings in each
of the first plurality of turbine blades to determine air-
flow properties of each of the first plurality of turbine
blades;
determining a relationship between the dimensions and the
airflow properties of each of the first plurality of turbine
blades by performing a principle component analysis;

measuring dimensions of each of a second plurality of
turbine blades; and

determining airflow properties for each of the second plu-

rality of turbine blades based at least partially on the
dimensions of the second plurality of turbine blades and
the relationship, wherein determining the relationship
comprises correlating a set of locations of each turbine
blade along each axis of a principle component coordi-
nate system with one measured airflow property of each
turbine blade and deriving a functional relationship
between the locations and the measured airflow proper-
ties.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the functional relation-
ship is derived by linear, non-linear, or symbolic regression.

3. A method of manufacturing turbine blades, comprising:

partially forming a plurality of turbine blades;

forming a plurality of openings in each partially formed

turbine blade;

and

testing the plurality of turbine blades according to the

method of claim 1.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising adjusting
dimensions of at least one of the plurality of openings of at
least one partially formed turbine blade based on the airflow
properties, and completing manufacturing of the at least one
partially formed turbine blade after adjusting the dimensions
of the at least one opening.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising testing air-
flow through the plurality of openings in the at least one
turbine blade after completing the manufacturing of the at
least one partially formed turbine blade.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the dimensions com-
prise at least one sizes, shapes, areas, diameters, thicknesses,
positions, masses, weights, material densities, centers of
gravity, distance between two points, sizes of openings,
shapes of openings, diameters of openings, positions of open-
ings, or dimensions of walls.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a relationship between the dimensions and at

least one of thermal emissivity of each of the first plu-
rality of turbine blades, vibration of each of the first
plurality of turbine blades, frequency of vibration of
each of'the first plurality of turbine blades, stress on each
of'the first plurality of turbine blades, or strain on each of
the first plurality of turbine blades.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first plurality of
turbine blades and the second plurality of turbine blades
comprise partially manufactured turbine blades.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising adjusting, the
dimensions of at least one of a second plurality of openings of
one of the second plurality of turbine blades based at least
partially on the airflow properties of a corresponding turbine
blade of the second plurality of turbine blades.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein measuring dimensions
comprises measuring at least one of a wall thickness, a dis-
tance between two points, a center of gravity, a diameter of
each opening, a shape of each opening, an area of each open-
ing, and material densities.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the air-
flow properties for each of the second plurality of turbine
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blades does not include testing an airflow through a second
plurality of openings in each of the second plurality of turbine
blades.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a second relationship between the dimensions of the first
plurality of turbine blades and at least one of thermal proper-
ties, a center of gravity, a weight, and electrical properties, of
each of the first plurality of turbine blades.

13. The method of claim 1, comprising adjusting the
dimensions of at least one of the first plurality of openings
based at least partially on the airflow properties of a corre-
sponding turbine blade of the first plurality of turbine blades.

14. The method of claim 1, comprising completing manu-
facturing of the first plurality of turbine blades and the second
plurality of turbine blades.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising testing
airflow through the first plurality of openings in each of the
first plurality of turbine blades, and testing airflow through
the second plurality of openings in each of the second plural-
ity of turbine blades after completing the manufacturing of
the first plurality of turbine blades and the second plurality of
turbine blades.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the rela-
tionship between the dimensions of the first plurality of the
first turbine blades and the airflow properties of the first
plurality of turbine blades comprises correlating a set of
dimensional measurements for each turbine blade with one
measured airflow property of each turbine blade.
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